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THE WIMBLEDON SCENE 


We don’t suppose you care, but Thursday is a long day for us. If every- 
thing is going smoothly we can get away afier 15 hours (8.30 a.m. to 11.30 
p.m.), if not—we can’t. So you can imagine just how delighted we were last 
week to be collared at 11.30 p.m. by a group of supporters who wanted to tell 
us, for our own good, what we were doing wrong ! 

Fortunately for our self confidence, we didn’t agree with all that they 
had to say. And it was a pleasant change to hear those who last year com- 
plained that we were too strong, this year complain that we are not strong 
enough. Variety, after all, is the spice of life. 

With a bit of a stretch, we can manage to pat ourselves on the back. 
After 54 consecutive home league wins we notice we have three riders in the 
top twenty table, which is more than anyone else. At the time of writing, 
the latest official league table was dated 22 May, and we were then lying 
third. The only reason we were not second was because we had three matches 
in hand. We decline to feel guilty about our “ poor’’ record. 

But, our tormentors said, our main fault was that—uanlike all other teams 
—we were failing to win matches away. This intrigued us enough to do a 
little research. You will remember that the beginning of 1971 season was 
remarkable for a flurry of freak results. Probably due to unresolved rider 
allocation problems and rider shortages, during the first four weeks there were 
no fewer than seven away league wins. At the time, this caused great amaze- 
ment for its unusualness, but things soon settled down, for the following four 
weeks produced only four away league wins—and two of those were by the 
mighty Belle Vue Steamroller. The other eighteen teams between them could 
muster but two in four weeks. So we decline to feel guilty about not contri- 
buting to the tally. Especially as we had two heat leaders on the injured list 
at the time, and our skipper was suffering from a painful illness. 

This is not to say that we think everything in the garden is lovely, or 
that the smile on our face should be described as “‘ complacent.” Far from it. 
Regular readers will recall that we have had a few sharp words to say this year 
about matters which are causing us anxiety. Like a number of other promoters, 
we have yearned to be allowed to build the team we want, rather than 
have to look forward to a future of having the team we are given. And if 
there were enough riders of first division calibre, we know we could put on a 
better show if we had, say, twelve riders from which to select our weekly line- 
up. (Pipe down, team, we don’t really mean to do it.) 

But are not these anxieties really caused by having a nineteen team league 
during conditions of rider shortage ? Can you really blame our team or their 
manager, or the club’s administration ? Well, you can, we suppose, and some 
do. But just how much are they justified ? Incidentally, a big thank you to 
the gentleman who telephoned on Friday morning just to express his pleasure 
at a great evening’s entertainment under conditions of utmost difficulty. Bless 
you, sir, you quite made our day. 

No doubt you read in the papers that Swindon’s Barry Duke is about to 
become a Don. Well all we know about it is what we read in the papers ! 
It came as a complete surprise to us. A few days before we also read in the 
papers that Ronnie Moore was retiring this week-end. That came as news 
to us, too! It has got so that the only newspaper we dare pick up these days 
is the Financial Times. 





Who goes to Brandon ? 


We are well pleased with our junior supporiers’ response to Ronnie 
Moore’s essay competition. As anyone who has tried will know, it is a tricky 
job to say all you want, in the way you want to, when you are limited 
to 200 words. But the kids are managing it. Trust Ronnie to come up with 
the one idea that would thrill any red blooded youngster. And those two 
lucky winners! We can almost hear them, twenty years from now—‘‘Ah, yes, 
my dears. I knew Ronnie personally, 1 well remember the occasion I said to 
him in the pits at Coventry . . . blah, blah, ets.’ Tho next generation of 
children and grandchildren had better be born with its’ ears pinned back ! 

Still time to get entries in. Remember, 200 words only on “ Why I go to 
Wimbledon Speedway.” Add your name, address and date of birth ‘you must 
be under 15) and post to Ronnie or bring it into the Office, here, to arrive 
before 10.30 p.m. on 10th June. 
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NEXT THURSDAY 
BRITISH LEAGUE CLASH 
DONS v. CRADLEY 


PERSSON — TRIGG — ANDREWS 





“And this is me WITHOUT my face mask” 


RISING TO THE OCCASION by Philip Rising 


How long does it take you to travel to work? Ten minutes, fifteen, half- 
an-hour, even an hour perhaps. It’s not much fun but compared with the 
journey John Dews faces each Thursday, sixty minutes travelling is a doddle. 

John comes down to Wimbledon from Sheffield each week and I must 
confess that’s something I wouldn’t relish. John formerly rode for Sheffield, 
and had almost become a permanent fixture at Owlerton before the “‘] ogical ” 
workings of Rider Control allocated him to Wimbledon this season, 

It was a shock; both for the Plough Lane management and for John. Apart 
from a few initial rides for Belle Vue the stocky Dews had proved a loyal 
servant for Sheffield. If a move was essential he hardly expected to go south; 
or at least not as far as London. But John, to his everlasting credit, accepted 
the situation and decided to make the best of it. And that’s just what he is 
doing. 

John has the potential to develop into a very useful second string rider 
. .. With Jim Tebby, providing solid support to messrs. Moore, Hedge and 
Maidment. Obviously at first Dews found the tight Plough Lane circuit a 
tricky one. Home advantage meant little to him. He had ridden less times 
at Wimbledon than some of the visitors he was battling against. 

With some help from Ronnie Moore and the rest of the Wimbledon team 
John learned the “hidden evils” of the track and gradually improved. He 
settled in well with his colleagues and says that he has never ridden in a 
happier team. He likes the south and Wimbledon . . . and the feeling is 
mutual. John is staying at Plough Lane and I think he deserves a special 
cheer—this evening if you like—for succeeding against a decision that would 
have prompted many riders to call ita day. Bravo John Dews ! 

I mentioned recently in this column that it might be nice to see at 
Wimbledon later this year a meeting run along the lines of Wolverhampton’s 
Olympique. I have a special interest in this type of meeting because of the 
man from whom it stemmed. The late Eddie Glennon, when he was Mike 
Parker’s right hand man with a special interest in Newcastle, thought up the 
Olympique. We discussed the formula for some considerable time one day 
before Eddie announced his brainchild officially and even at that embryo stage 
it had tremendous appeal. 

I am not suggesting that Wimbledon should try and steal something from 
Wolverhampton—-now the home of the Olympique—by staging a similar 
event featuring sixteen of the country’s top riders. But if a date could be 
found an individual event based on the Olympique and including a cross 
section of riders from in and around London might prove entertaining. 

I am all for giving some of speedway’s lesser lights a chance not only 
to earn a bit more money but also to have a go at something different. It is a 
harsh fact of life that the big stars get all the perks so let’s give some of the 
others a slice of the cake. 

Besides, some of the big names who spice the Olympique each year are 
quite content to limit meetings of that nature to one. Barry Briggs, for 
example, told me just after the 1971 Olympique that while he thoroughly 
enjoyed it, once-a-year was probably enough. Handicapping puts a strain 
on both man and machine and Briggo had a basinful of handicapping a few 
years ago. 

Nevertheless, a Wimbledon style Olympique is a thought. What do you, 
the paying spectators, think ? Write and let the Wimbledon management 
know. 











WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 


Meetings promoted by Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. 
Plough Lane. London, S.W.17_ Tel: 01-946 5361 


SEASON 1971 





OFFICIALS 
Meetings staged under the direction of ... As ay John E. Cearns 
Meetings conducted by ... Are Pa ... A.R. James and E. J. Monk 
A.C.U. Official Referee ... ace oe ee = .. L. D. Stripp 
Clerk of the Course te ite eo $08 aes ... Jack Racket 
Chief Pits Marshall nat ae ae nee ise 3 Alf Carter 
Starting Marshall ... a es aa fe es: Frank Lawrence 
Machine Examiner se aes A ae a ... Viv Harwood 
Announcer ms Me ee ai oe ar ons Ken Tozer 
A.C.U. Timekeeper re ar a Lorraine Herwie 


Medical Officer... 0. oe Dr. John Wall, MB, BS, MRCS 
(Merton Div. of St. John Ambulance Bgde. in attendance, Supt. F. G. Tucker.) 
ORR See RE eS ee ee 
All meetings held under the Speedway Regulations 
of the Speedway Control Board 
Track Licence No. 71/25 Permit No. SP 270 


Four lap race: 1,243 yds. Track record : 61.6 secs., Garry Middleton 22.10.70 


The Management reserves the right of admission, and the right to alter or abandon the 
programme. Should it be necessary, through any cause, to abandon the meeting prior 
to the completion of the sixth race, tickets giving free admission to a subsequent meeting 
will be issued. In no circumstances will any money be refunded. 


Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway Meetings 
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BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH—13 HEATS 


WIMBLEDON WEMBLEY 
(DONS—Red, Yellow Star) (LIONS—Red & White with Lion) 
RONNIE MOORE Captains BERT HARKINS 

VIC GOODEN Team Managers FREDDIE WILLIAMS 


Riders are identified by helmet colours : 

Home team, red and blue. Visitors. white and yellow & ‘black 
Scoring : Winner of each heat, 3 pts; second, 2 pts; third, 1 pt. 
Tactical Substitutes: If after the fourth heat of a fixture a team is six or more 
points in arrears a Team Manager may substitute a rider or riders in the next or 
succeding heats with another rider (or riders) in his team, but such riders may be 
used as substitutes once only. Substitutions must stop when the team is less than six 
points in arrears, 
Disqualification: A rider disqualified for breaking the starting tapes should be replaced 
by rider No. 6 or 7, if available. 


BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH 


WIMBLEDON 1 2, 3 4 5 6 Total 
1. Trevor Hedge 
2. Jim Tebby nar 
3. Cyril Maidment VSG 
4. John Dews ie ale We, 
5. Ronnie Moore Re 
6. Peter Murray Ce CARY f 
7. John Bishop ) | 























Heat f Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don. Wembley 





Heat 1 1 | T. Hedge i i R 


SSRIS. Calls 0 with ne ae Meo ts 
gees aaa 4 ‘Progressive Score 
Time 1 | B. Harkins ; : Ww : 

Meaeaets 2 | D. Jessup i ‘Y&B: 
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B. Leonard : 


S. Harrfeldt 1 {Y&B: 
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Progressive Score 
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WIMBLEDON v WEMBLEY 





WEMBLEY 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 
1. Bert Harkins | moe 

















5. Brian Collins i 
6. Brian Leonard LZ 
7. Sverre Harrfeldt 

















Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don. Wembley 





Ae oe 2 | D. Jessup i ‘YaBi 





Heat 6 | 1 | T. Hedge RE SOS i el 8" iy RY 
| H secetseteeseeeenecentene i 3 / 1 a es 

2 | J. Tebby i. iB: 
Time 3 | G. Middleton | 1 WV 3 
OL, | 6| B. Leonard tyes! 





Heat 7 | 3 C. Maidment | pape Steg 7s 
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| P. Murray H i BE 
Time | 5 | B. Collins iwi! 
| T. Clarke : LY&B CO) 
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J. Tebby | 
7 | J. Bishop f a7 
ie Jessup 7 ey | 0 
| S Harrfeldt As Las i na 
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Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don. Wembley 
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G. Middleton H 





B. Leonard 





2 | J. Tebby 
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Time 5 | B. Collins 
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Oe, . | 4 | Betarke 
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Heat 11 3 | C. Maidment is 
7 |J. Bishop 
Time 1 | B. Harkins i H 1 


| 
AE ae. ; 2 | D. Jessup i {YaB: 
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Time 3 | G. Middleton i. i W 
Eciehesss 5 | B. Collins i {Y&B: 





INTERVAL 
DRAW FOR TONIGHT'’S RIDERS AID FUND PRIZES 





Race 14 
Bob Abell (Red) Graeme Stapleton (White) 


Shane Hearty (Blue) Phil Pratt (Y&B) 








RACE 15 














Ronnie Moore (Red) Garry Middleton (White) 
Trevor Hedge (Blue) Tony Clarke (Y&B) 
ee 3 y a 
Result Isti7-e,... 2nd 24044,.. 31d, JK GLa. Timed <Z.\ 
RACE 16 
Sverre Harrfeldt (Red) John Dews (White) 
Peter Murray (Blue) John Bishop (Y&B) 
Resut it VAC&.. 2d. KW2... 306..2/4e.... Time Aha... 
RACE 17 
Jim Tebby (Red) Cyril Maidment (White) 
Brian Collins (Blue) Brian Leonard (Y&B) 
Resuit 19. AFUZ,.. md ZZ2KIL ard. RL paises. Time. 2.77.2 
RACE 18 
John Bishop (Red) Dave Jessup (White) 
Sverre Harrfeldt (Blue) Peter Murray (Y&B) 
/ . V4 
Result = Isté00.na.. 2nd. LZ ees: 3rd.. L024... Time... 
RACE 19 
Ronnie Moore (Red) Bert Harkins (White) 
Dave Jessup (Blue) Tony Clarke (Y&B) 
y / QI /S/ Ss 4 
Result Ist. 2.0040.. ond KAMITE. 3rd... “ | 
RACE 20 
Jim Tebby (Red) Nigel Rackett (White) 
Brian Collins (Blue) John Dews (Y&B) 
Result = Ist.a. 4.0.00... 2nd O/..8s. 3rd ehh En.. Time...6.%..-7. 
‘RACE 21 
Trevor Hedge (Red) Bert Harkins (White) 
Garry Middleton (Blue) Cyril Maidment (Y&B) 
Resutt 1st. WAVE, 2nd. OME, 300... Boccc. Time. 4.2.4. 
Fa TONIGHT’S TRAINING SESSION 
under the control of Vic Gooden 
1. Malcolm Lake, Harrow, JAP 5. Bob Abell, Wembley, JAP 
2. P. Mason, Barnet, Jawa 6. Tyburn Gallows, London, JAP 
3. Ian Spencer, Bexleyheath, JAP 7. Denis McCabe, Clapham, JAP 


4. Charlie Gaze, Eltham, JAP 8. Barry Murray, Croydon, Jawa 
















































































“Till give ’em a chance to catch me up” 








‘al IN AID OF THE 
4 SPEEDWAY RIDERS BENEVOLENT FUND 


<I . AL Series of ‘“‘ Happenings” at the Mecca Bowl Streatham 
; on SUNDAY July 11th 1971 


3: o p. Mh NIGHTOWL vy. UNIQUE LEAGUE from TOLWORTH 
(5 reams of 5 bowlers) 


6. 30. pm. * INTER LEAGUE CHALLENGE SERIES 

8. 15 p.m. 4Bangers and mash will be served, introduction of riders plus special 
bowling session under captaincy of Cyril Maidment with Jim 
Tebby as anchor man. 

8.15-—9.00 p.m. Jack Large Discotheque plays Glenn Miller recordings— 
followed by dancing. 

9.15 p.m. A serious game of bowling, followed by a low game(? 2?) 





Licensed Bar 7 p.m.—I1 p.m. 
Bangers & Mash and general admission 40p. Admission only 20p. Bowling 
15p per game. - - - Tickets in advance from 30 Pinfold Road, S.W.16 








WHO’D BE A SPEEDWAY TIMEKEEPER ? Lorraine Herwig 


I have now been the timekeeper at Wimbledon Speedway for the past 
three seasons but would hasten to add that I have, in fact, worked at Wimble- 
don in other capacities for 14 years. You may think on the face of it that 
being the Timekeeper is a fairly easy occupation and involves recording the 
winners time for about 21 races and then off home. But wait—there’s a lot 
more to it than that ! 


Firstly, you have to obtain an A.C.U. Licence which means that the 
Promoter has to give his approval and feel confident that he can let you 
loose with the equipment and take the responsibility. 


Now, with a couple of approved stopwatches and an official notebook, 
the rule book and programmes, you make your way to the Referees box 
just by the finishing line. A final check now on the list of riders. The tapes 
go up, the watches are started and your first race is under way. Provided no 
rider has broken the tapes or fallen (and here you are often an extra pair of 
eyes for the referee) it’s now all go. The job consists of recording in the 
official notebook the time of the leading rider and also the order in which 
the riders pass the winning line on each lap. At the conclusion of the heat, 
the times for the first, second and third riders are recorded. You may be 
asking how three times are obtained from two watches and in case you’re 
wondering if timekeepers are a peculiar breed with three hands, they’re: not. 
The explanation is that the watches are split-second timers with two hands, 
one is stopped as the winner passes the line while the other hand continues 
running to time the second rider. The stopwatch you are holding in your 
other hand registers the third. All the times are taken as the front wheel 
passes through the winning line. . 


In the event of a close finish the Referee asks my decision befor® the 
official result is declared and furthermore, in accordance with the Speedway 
Regulations, the time is shown on the indicator board only after the Referee, 
Clerk of the Course and Announcer have been informed. If the time ig a 
new track record this has to be specifically declared. fe 


And what do I do between races—a good question you.may well ask ! 
I keep three programmes up to date, take miscellaneous telephohe calls, and 
type the official results stencil which is duplicated the following day ang sent 
out to all other Speedway Tracks. During the interval I inform the, Wimbledon 
Telephone Operator of the result. 


After the meeting ?—a quiet stroll up to the Supporters Club for a well- 
earned cup of coffee and then home. 


Its a hectic evening, but certainly very interesting. 





Nee a ce a 
HAVE YOU JOINED THE SUPPORTERS CLUB ? 
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FLXATURES 1971 


HOME fixtures are printed in BOLD TYPE. Subject to alteration 
Points Points 

Date Own Opts. Date Own Opts 

Th. Mar. 25 BL Sheffield 48 30 Th. July 15 BL Reading 

Ss. 27 BL Cradley Heath 41 37 W. 21 BL Poole 

M 29 MGC Reading 33 45 Th 22 England y. Sweden 

WwW 31 Ch Poole 35 43 :*T. 27 BL Leicester 

Th. Apr. 1 BL Wolverhampton 42 35 Th. 29 BL Glasgow ’ 

Th 8 MGC Reading 50 28 Th. Aug. 5 Open Meeting . 

F 9 BL Oxford 38 39 Th. 5 BL Sheffield 

M 12 BL Oxford Stee: S, 7 BL King’s Lynn 

Th 15 MGC West Ham at 37 Th. 12 S. Riders Ch. Final 

F. 16 MGC Hackney 44 F 13 BL Swindon 

Th 22 World Ch. QR G. Middleton M. 16 BL Exeter 

Tu 27 MGC West Ham 39 39 Th. 19 BL Swindon 

Th 29 MGC Hackney 35 43 Th 26 England vy. Russia 

Ss 8 KO Swindon 35 43 S. 28 BL Belle Vue 

Th 13 BL Coventry 50 28 M. 30 LC West Ham 3 pm 

Th 20 BL Poole 47 31M. 30 lst Replacement 

F..% 21 BL Wolverhampton 33 45 Day or Laurels 

Th. 27 BL West Ham 34 34 Th. Sept. 2 BL Newport 

M. 31 Wills’ Internationale Mauger Th. 9 No Home Meeting 

Th. June 3 BL Wembley F 10 LC Hackney 

Th 10 BL Credley Heath Th 16 BL King’s Lynn 

Ss. 12 BL Halifax FE. 17 BL Glasgow 

Th. 17 BL Leicester M. 20 BL Reading 

Ss. 19 BL Coventry Th. 23 BL Belle Vue 

Th 24 BL Halifax S: 25 BL Wembley 

E: 25 BL Newport Th. 30 BL Exeter 

Tu. 29 BL West Ham Th. Oct. 7 LC West Ham 

Th. July 1S. Riders Ch. QR Th. 14 LC Hackney 

Th 8 BL Hackney Th. Mi Laurels 

P 9 BL Hackney 


Key : BL—British League: Ch.—Challenge: KO—Knock-Out Cup:MGC—Metropolitan 
Gold Cup: LC—London Cup: OR+Oualifving round 
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F.I.M. Speedway Championship 
of the World 
BRITISH FINAL 
British Riders Championship 
Meeting. 
WEDNESDAY, 16th JUNE, 7.45 
at 
COVENTRY STADIUM 
at 
Rugby Road, Brandon, Nr. Coventry 


Adv. Bkg. Resvd. Seats 75p (Adult & Child) 
Turnstiles On the Night: 40p, 5Op. (Child 20p, S50p) 
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